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WELCOME FROM THE CONFERENCE DIRECTOR 

Welcome Delegates! 

 

My name is Jack Lee and I am the director of the University of              

Manchester’s 2021 Model United Nations Conference. I’m       

delighted to welcome you all to what is sure to be a fun             

conference full of diverse and challenging experiences. 

 

For those of you in the General Assembly, you have excellent chairs with a great deal of                 

experience. The following pages of this study guide will provide you with a wealth of               

knowledge on what you will need to know for your committee sessions in the form of                

important context on the issues you will be discussing. However, the best delegates always              

have some knowledge of their own to bring to the table as a secret weapon! Also attached                 

to this email you will find the standardised rules of procedure that will be being used at the                  

conference. Please take the time to read both this guide, and those rules, before joining us                

on the 26th. 

 

Within these pages you will find a schedule for the conference (with all times in GMT) and                 

some more information on our guest speaker, author David Bodanis. Thank you to those              

who joined us for the training sessions, it was great to get to meet so many of you before                   

the conference! Thank you again for joining us for this prestigious event, I can’t wait to get                 

started. 

 

Kind regards from myself and the entire team at ManMUN, 

 

Jack Lee 

Conference Director 

 

“If this were a dictatorship it’d be a heck of a lot easier, 

just so long as I’m the Dictator.” 

- George W Bush 
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WELCOME FROM THE DIRECTORS OF GA COMMITTEES 

Hello everyone, and welcome to ManMUN 2021! I'm Becca, and I'll be            

your director of GA committees for the conference this year. If you have             

general questions about the committee-side of the conference        

(timetables, the Discord servers, etc.) then I'm your gal!  

I've been doing MUN since I moved to Peru when I was 13, and              

over time went to and won awards at conferences like HMUN, HNMUN,            

OxIMUN and ScotMUN. It's been a pretty incredible eight years, and I            

am sad but also unbelievably relieved to say that this will be my last conference ever.  

However, for those just starting their MUN careers, there is no better place than at               

ManMUN. We pride ourselves on the fact that this is a beginners' conference - friendly,               

welcoming, and an open platform to float new ideas and meet new people. Though this is                

definitely not how we expected this ManMUN to take place, I am amazed at the levels of                 

creativity and tenacity that have gone into (successfully) bringing this conference online. I             

hope you have a fantastic weekend, and I look forward to e-meeting you all. And please,                

don't be afraid to ask me any questions you want. It’s what I’m here for. 

 

My name is Calla-Lily Yingzi Huang, and I am your Assistant Director of             

GA Committees & Treasurer for the conference this year. I am looking            

forward to meeting you all and welcoming you to our very first virtual             

conference.  

We hope that all the team’s preparatory efforts put into this           

year’s virtual conference will work to keep ManMUN2021 committees         

running smoothly and be the most enjoyable for all delegates.  

I know from my 4 years’ experience attending, organising and          

directing conferences that the best way to prepare and represent your country well; is to               

read through this committee guide and do some extra research to gain a better              

understanding of your country’s position. To ensure that you act professionally and            

diplomatically, please read through our Rules of Procedure and adhere to the delegate dress              

and conduct code.  

I wish you the very best in your preparations.  Any questions are most welcome!  
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CONFERENCE TIMETABLE 
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CONFERENCE LOGISTICS - LOGGING ON TO DISCORD AND ACCESSING THE                   

OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONIES. 

In order to join your committee, you will need to use discord. Discord runs on a server                 

system, meaning each committee has a dedicated server. We will also be using an              

additional server for socials. This server will have many video and voice channels for you to                

use. Your chairs and the ManMUN team will be able to help you with any minor technical                 

issues you may have on the day, but for best results follow the instructions below. Please                

join the servers using these instructions early so any issues can be sorted in good time. 

 

1. Download the Discord Web app here . It is possible to use the Discord web app,                

but it’s slow and unreliable. 

2. Once you have downloaded Discord, create an account (or sign in if you already              

have one). This can be done either using the discord website here, or the app itself. 

3. Join your committee server here: https://discord.gg/BdnrE7ESEV 

4. Join the ManMUN Master server here: https://discord.gg/AyJ5aVUrE4 

5. Once you are in your server, you should change your nickname to the following              

format: preferred name, assigned country. This can be done by right clicking your             

username on the list of members in the server, then selecting change nickname. 

6. Finally, it is worth joining a voice channel (which is done by left clicking any of the                 

channels under the subheading “voice channels) to check that you're able to turn             
on your video and that your microphone is working. Discord also has a system to               

conduct a mic check in the settings. 

7. That’s it! 

 

If you are having issues accessing or getting on to your discord server, email me. However,                

if you have joined your server and are having trouble using Discord, message your chair for                

help. Chairs have yellow names in the server list of members and can be alerted either by                 

right clicking and selecting “message” or by typing your message in a text channel and               

adding @Chair to get their attention. 

 

The Opening and Closing ceremonies will be being held off of discord, but we will be posting                 

the link to view them in the ManMUN master server general text chat. It will also be pinned in                   

that channel, and your committee server. Please join the servers above early in order to gain                

access to the opening ceremony in time. 

  

https://discord.com/download
https://discord.com/register
https://discord.gg/BdnrE7ESEV
https://discord.gg/AyJ5aVUrE4
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OPENING CEREMONY SPEAKER INTRODUCTION - DAVID BODANIS 

We are honoured to host Author David Bodanis as our speaker for the opening ceremony.               

He will be giving a short talk about political fairness in a post-covid world, after which                

delegates will be invited to ask questions. David Bodanis is the author of the book “The Art                 

of Fairness”. You can find his book here. 

  

The Art of Fairness is, in the words of The Sunday Times, a ‘cheering, timely, inspirational                

reminder that we can succeed without losing our souls’. The FT described it as ‘more than a                 

business book…a primer for anyone fed up of the prevailing meanness of much of society,               

and looking for inspiration on how to be better — and fix things for others’, while the                 

Economist devoted a page to ‘a book that argues that decency pays off in business as well as                  

in life’. 

 

About David: 
“To my great surprise I’ve now spent decades as a writer and speaker. It was never planned                 

that way, but I’ve always been fascinated by what makes people tick and how we can do                 

better, especially in envisaging entirely new vistas. One thing just led to another...  

 

Teaching about that at Oxford turned into work with scenarios, then wider corporate             

consulting and a range of talks, with spin offs such as this Financial Times series on                

management and careers. Books about science and the people behind it led on to ‘The Art                

of Fairness’.” 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Art-Fairness-Power-Decency-Turned/dp/0349128219/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1607677632&sr=8-1
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRS 

Dear Delegates, 

 

It is with great pleasure that we introduce to you the World Health Organisation's              

committee. Its role as a multilateral body is crucial in tackling the fallout from the COVID-19                

pandemic as it has revealed and even exacerbated healthcare delivery disparities. The team             

has designed this study guide to guide you through this committee's basics, and the chosen               

topics.  

This year, the World Health Organisation's committee topics are "Addressing the           

emerging healthcare crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic" and "Providing healthcare           

services to indigenous people". There is a description of the committee, each topic and              

further details; however, please be aware that the information provided is not sufficient             

preparation and research for the conference. Thus, it is your responsibility to dig further and               

strengthen your understanding of your allocated country's position on both topics. 

We wish you the best of luck in your research, and we are all excited to hear your                  

arguments from any point of view to solve the issues and make this Model United Nations                

experience as much of a pleasure for you, as it has been for us thus far. If you have any                    

questions regarding the study guide, please do not hesitate to contact us or the conference               

director and assistant director. 

 

Best wishes,  

Udit Srivastav   |   Gian Marco Pasapera Candela   |   Abdullah Ahmad 

WHO Chairs 

 

Emails: 

Udit Srivastav: uditsrivastav@outlook.com 

Gian Marco Pasapera Candela: pasaperagianmarco@gmail.com 

Abdullah Ahmad: ahmaabdullah@yahoo.com 

mailto:uditsrivastav@outlook.com
mailto:pasaperagianmarco@gmail.com
mailto:ahmaabdullah@yahoo.com
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INTRODUCTION TO THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION 

HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) was established in 1948 with its founding date the              

7th of April being celebrated every year as World Health Day. Prior to WHO, there were                

clear attempts at dealing with health multilaterally with the first being in 1851 when the               

first International Sanitary Conference was convened in Paris to deal with the cholera             

epidemics of 1830 and 1847. Moving forwards, the first landmark international legislation            

relating to health was the adoption of the 1892 International Sanitary Convention to control              

cholera. After this, multiple organisations were formed to deal with international           

healthcare, one of them being the Health Organisation of the League of Nations set up in                

1919 in Geneva. After WW2, all these regional and international organisations were            

consolidated into one which we now know as the World Health Organisation. (1) 

 

One of its crowning achievements is the eradication of smallpox, one of the deadliest              

diseases known to humanity. Proposed by the USSR in 1958, it led to the first organised                

international attempt at eradicating a disease culminating in the last natural case of             

smallpox in 1977. From then on, it has engaged with eradicating other diseases such as               

polio, immunisation campaigns, environmental health and ultimately trying to make          

progress on its ultimate objective as per article 1 of the constitution: “the attainment by all                

peoples of the highest possible level of health” (2). 

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE 

The supreme policy-making body of WHO is the annual World Health Assembly which is held               

in Geneva, Switzerland and composed of delegates representing all the UN member states             

who each have one vote. Delegates at MANMUN 2021 will be simulating the World Health               

Assembly (WHA) and so, will be representing one of the current member states. This              

committee will be following the standard MANMUN rules of procedure and details            

pertaining to this year’s conference, provided with this guide.  
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TOPIC A: ADDRESSING THE EMERGING HEALTHCARE CRISIS DUE TO THE                   

COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

KEY TERMS  

Pandemic — “an epidemic occurring worldwide or over a very wide area, crossing             

international boundaries and usually affecting a large number of people” (1). 

 

“Flatten the curve” — this refers to the graph/curve of sick cases at a given time. By                 

flattening the curve and slowing the spread of the virus, the same number of people may                

get sick overall, but the healthcare system is better equipped to accommodate all sick              

individuals since the infections happen over a longer period of time (2). 

BACKGROUND 

 

FIGURE 1: SARS-Cov-2 

 

COVID-19, or Coronavirus disease 2019, is a viral disease (SARS-CoV-2) that has led to a               

current ongoing global pandemic since it was first discovered in Wuhan, China in December              

2019. Although it cannot be fully traced, SARS-Cov-2 is genetically almost identical to the              

coronavirus found in bats, cattle, and cats. All available evidence suggests it to be from               

zoonotic origins (3). This virus's spread is primarily attributed to person-to-person contact            

when droplets generated by infected individuals coughing, sneezing or speaking get in            

contact with an uninfected person's eyes, nose or mouth. The disease has been seen to               

exhibit a range of severity in individuals. Although some individuals can be asymptomatic,             
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the most commonly reported symptoms of the disease include fever, dry cough, aches, and              

loss of taste or smell. It seems to most critically affect those with comorbidities or               

underlying health problems and those of old age (3). 

 

 

FIGURE 2: Coronavirus Timeline  

 

According to the Chinese government's statements to the WHO, the first case of             

COVID-19 was officially reported in early December. On December 31st 2019, officials of the              

Wuhan Municipal Health Corporation in China's Hubei Province began reporting dozens of            

mysterious pneumonia cases, which eventually led to discovering the novel coronavirus and            

the first death related to this virus occurred on January 11th, 2020 (4). After a Chinese                

scientist confirmed human-to-human transmission of the disease, the first COVID-19 related           

lockdown started in Wuhan's city on January 23rd. At the end of January, WHO declared               

coronavirus to be a global health emergency. 

 

Ever since, every country has seen the undulating effects of the coronavirus disease,             

which spread across international borders and impacted every country. Initially, the number            

of available tests were limited, and the time taken to obtain test results was relatively long.                

The number of cases and deaths continued to rise. As a result, health care systems across                
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the globe began to get overwhelmed with more and more patients requiring hospitalization             

with every passing day. 

DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM 

To immediately curb the disease's spread, most countries implemented lockdowns or           

quarantine measures, border closures, and social distancing regulations. Social distancing          

(the practice of staying home as much as possible and keeping a safe physical distance from                

others, i.e., 1 metre or more, when in public) has been recommended as the most important                

and useful measure to prevent infection of the virus, in addition to wearing face masks,               

washing hands with soap and water or hand sanitiser, and avoiding contact with possibly              

contaminated surfaces. Initially, contact tracing served as one of the most effective ways of              

monitoring and identifying those who have been in close contact with individuals who have              

tested positive for the virus (5). However, it became much harder to trace individuals as the                

numbers began to rise exponentially.  

 

By implementing prevention measures, many countries quickly flatten the curve,          

particularly countries like South Korea, Taiwan, and Canada (6). However, as countries            

began to lift regulations and tried returning to normality, cases began to rise again, causing               

new “waves” of infections in many countries. 

 

 

FIGURE 3: COVID-19 cases reaching almost 90 millions as on January 11th, 2021 
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This pandemic has paralyzed many health care systems with hospitals suffering from            

a shortage of medical equipment, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and medical           

professionals. Equipment such as N95 respirators, surgical masks, eye shields, and other PPE             

became limited, and hospitals and health care workers struggled to improvise and meet             

their needs. 

DEVELOPMENTS IN VACCINATIONS 

Countries around the globe have been making rigorous research and development efforts to             

find therapeutic drugs and potential vaccines to mitigate the severity of the illness. While              

several renowned companies have been testing antiviral vaccines, some that are already in             

use, to measure their effectiveness against the COVID-19 virus, some companies are trying             

to invent preventative measures.  

 

On December 11, 2020, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued the first              

emergency use authorization (EUA) for a vaccine for the prevention of COVID-19 (7). This              

vaccine by Pfizer-BioNTech was a significant milestone in the prevention of the disease. On              

December 18, the FDA also issued a EUA for the vaccine developed by Moderna and the                

company soon started shipping out its vaccines. Six vaccines have been given a limited              

go-ahead in China and Russia. At least 150 other vaccines are currently in preclinical              

development, including laboratory and animal tests (8).  

UN INVOLVEMENT 

The World Health Organization has played an active role in spreading information and             

combating COVID-19 since its identification in January 2020. WHO first responded to the             

disease through the activation of the Incident Management Support Team (IMST) to provide             

an emergency framework and to coordinate response activities. It later released its first             

Disease Outbreak News report on January 5th to publicize known scientific and public health              

information on the virus and further guided countries with regard to testing (9). In March, as                

cases climbed to 118,000 worldwide and 4,300 deaths had been reported due to the virus,               

WHO finally declared the coronavirus outbreak a pandemic (4).  
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Since then, WHO has begun several initiatives to help countries mitigate the            

pandemic. This includes but is not limited to a) the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund              

which was initiated to raise funds for countries to respond to the virus by financing PPE,                

research on vaccines and therapeutics, hospital maintenance, and more; b) an international            

solidarity trial which compared various treatment methods in ten countries; c) WHO’s            

Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan, which provided updated public health          

recommendations regarding safety measures for countries to effectively respond and          

prevent transmission of Coronavirus at national and sub-national levels (10,11,12).  

 

In addition to providing measures at governmental and national levels, WHO has            

actively been distributing accurate information to the general public through its website. It             

has also cross-posted across other platforms about gatherings, wearing a mask, hygiene,            

travel, transmission precautions, home care, mental health, and MythBusters (13). WHO has            

also actively pushed for the development of vaccines and therapeutics for the disease.  

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

Lockdowns and mental health - The COVID-19 pandemic has caused the most prolonged                

lockdowns most countries have witnessed in recent decades. Billions of people worldwide            

were confined to their homes and countries to alleviate the spread of the novel coronavirus.               

However, one of the drastic impacts of these lockdowns has been the deterioration of the               

populations' overall mental health. The mental health impacts extend beyond people who            

have suffered from the disease. Young men and women, in particular, have been reported              

to have heightened levels of anxiety, suicidal thoughts and feelings of hopelessness (20).             

The sense of risk and uncertainty, which individuals consciously and subconsciously           

perceive, added to their existing sense of anxiety. Men and women with pre-existing mental              

health issues and from socially disadvantaged backgrounds reported depressive episodes-          

the initial periods of the lockdown being the worst. Therefore, it is imperative to discuss               

how these negative impacts on mental health can be mitigated while ensuring reduced             

social interactions.  
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Quarantine periods - Initially, quarantine periods were uniform at 14 days throughout the              

globe, which was considered to be a "conservative estimate" (21). However, as the curve              

started to flatten, several countries reduced their compulsory quarantine periods to manage            

the pandemic by encouraging greater compliance. Countries like the United Kingdom and            

the USA have not made regulated quarantine compulsory for all incoming travellers. In             

contrast, places like Hong Kong have imposed strict, regulated quarantine periods to 3             

weeks (21 days) (22). A possible topic of discussion can be whether or not quarantine               

periods should be uniform across all countries, and if yes, how would that help stop the                

spread of the disease. The impacts of having different quarantine periods can also be              

discussed to devise strategic ways of flattening the curve should the new waves of the               

pandemic become serious.  

 

PPE kits - The COVID-19 global pandemic has thrown light on the lack of coordination in                 

healthcare and inequality in access to Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) kits across the             

world. Before the pandemic, China was solely responsible for supplying more than 50%             

surgical masks and clinical gowns of the world (23). Therefore, the shortages faced by the               

world early on in the pandemic were unavoidable to some extent. This shortage caused the               

prices of masks and other PPE to surge more than six times their original price. This led to                  

inequitable access to PPE kits, but it also prompted the rise of a new sellers' market for PPE                  

kits. Therefore, it is essential to be extremely responsive to the change in demands for they                

change almost daily during crucial times like these. 

 

 

FIGURE 4: Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Kits  
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While these topics give a basis to engage in discussions, this list is no means               

exhaustive. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected several aspects of health and life across             

countries. While discussing such an extensive topic, paying attention to all its nuances will              

lead to healthy, productive debate. 

POINTS A RESOLUTION SHOULD ADDRESS  

● What are the main causes for the spread of COVID-19? How could it have been               

recognized and curbed more effectively in its initial phases? 

● What public health approaches have been effective in containing the spread of            

COVID-19, and how can they be applied to communities that are presently struggling             

to contain the virus? 

● As many communities attempt to gradually return to normal life, how should            

reopening be balanced with precautionary measures to prevent transmission? What          

factors should be considered while imposing or easing lockdowns? 

● What can be done to ensure better access to quality health care services and              

improve public health care systems during outbreaks like the COVID-19 pandemic? 

● What measures can be taken to best prepare for the new “waves” of the virus? What                

measures should be continued, cancelled and introduced to stop new waves? 

 

Addressing this topic requires examination of many aspects of the pandemic: vaccination            

research, contact tracing, transmission prevention, testing, distribution of information,         

PPE/precautions, etc.  

 

● Which factors have been thoroughly addressed, and which require further          

development? 

● What are the best possible ways of ensuring equitable, global distribution of            

COVID-19 vaccines? What should be the order of priority while distributing them            

within countries? 

● What kind of measures can be taken to mitigate the adverse mental health issues              

caused as a direct or indirect consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic? 



- 17 - 

FURTHER READING  

1. Discussing the future of the pandemic 

2. Incentives for the development of new vaccines 

3. Using technology to prevent the spread of the virus 

4. Which changes occur due to the COVID-19 virus, and how these changes affect its              

ability to spread or infect people with the disease 

5. Common factors in countries that have dealt well with the crisis 

6. Maintaining emotional health and well-being 

7. Discussing the demographics of COVID-19 infected individuals and plausible reasons          

for discrepancies 

8. Prevention of new strain of viruses and being equipped to deal with similar future              

health crises 

9. Protection of and incentives for health care workers 

 

TOPIC B: PROVIDING HEALTHCARE SERVICES TO INDIGENOUS PEOPLE 

BACKGROUND  

The rights of indigenous people vary from country to country and so does their access to                

healthcare services. This is exemplified by the lack of an official definition of ‘indigenous              

people’ by the UN despite the raft of legislation passed to support them, typified by the                

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP) signed on 13             

September 2007 by the UN General Assembly after 20 years of fervent discussion. This              

document was created to establish a universal framework to enshrine the minimum            

standard of the survival, dignity, and well-being of the world's Ingenious peoples. It             

elaborates on existing human rights standards and fundamental freedoms as they apply to             

Indigenous peoples. 
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FIGURE 5: International Expert Group Meeting on the Implementation of  

Article 42 of the UNDRIP (1) 

 

It is estimated that there are more than 370 million indigenous people spread across              

70 countries worldwide (2). They represent a rich diversity of cultures, religions, traditions,             

languages and histories. The UN does state that one of their rights is to be able to maintain                  

and reproduce their ancestral environments and systems as distinctive peoples and           

communities (2). The problem of covering the health of indigenous people is one of the               

most significant challenges.  

 

The concept of Health is defined in WHO’s Constitution as a state of complete              

physical, mental and social well being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.               

This definition extends beyond the traditional Western biomedical paradigm which treats           

body, mind and society as separate entities and reflects a more holistic understanding of              

Health. Indigenous peoples have a similar understanding of Health, as well¬ being about the              

harmony between individuals, communities and the universe and from this commonality           

some solutions could be derived (3). 

DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM 

Through several WHA resolutions, the World Health Organization is mandated to devote            

special attention to indigenous peoples' health. This is complicated though by the lack of              

uniformity in recognising them and their relationship to the host country themselves. From             

varying stages of autonomy to total self-isolation, it is difficult to create a ‘one size fits all’                 
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policy. This is further complicated by the lack of a universal definition of what constitutes an                

indigenous people group which could lead to stereotyping that may result in neutral or even               

detrimental policies which attempt to solve issues that do not exist or even create new               

problems to solve.  

 

For further research to develop your understanding of the diversity between           

indigenous people, study the ‘People of North Sentinel Island’ in India as an example for               

total isolation, the ‘Aboriginal People’ in Australia as an example for hostile government, the              

‘Bora people’ in Peru as an example of friendly government and the ‘Mapuche community’              

in Chile as an example for supportive government. (4) (5) (6) (7)  

 

 

FIGURE 6: Tourist with the Bora People in 2011 (6) 

POTENTIAL TOPICS OF DISCUSSION 

CULTURE AND RELIGION IN HEALTHCARE 

Due to the high diversity of religion, there have been significant challenges for healthcare              

systems to provide culturally competent medical care around the world. According to the             

NBCI, cultural competence is the ability of health providers and organizations to deliver             

health care services that meet the cultural, social, and religious needs of patients and their               

families. The challenge for health professionals is in understanding that patients often turn             

to their religious and spiritual beliefs when making medical decisions. Religion and            

spirituality can impact diet, medicines based on animal products, modesty, and the            
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preferred gender of their health providers. Some religions have strict prayer times that may              

interfere with medical treatment. Some religions have strict prayer times that may interfere             

with medical treatment (8).  

STIGMA AND DISCRIMINATION 

Health inequalities among indigenous peoples have a root cause of discrimination. Patients            

note abusive treatment, stereotyping, and a lack of quality in the care provided,             

discouraging them from accessing care.  

COLLECTIVE RIGHTS FOR HEALTH 

In order for healthcare systems to be preserved and strengthened the root causes of              

inequality must be addressed first. There needs to be a full recognition and exercise of               

indigenous people’s collective rights to communal assets and quality healthcare systems.           

Many mental health issues such as depression, substance abuse and suicide have been             

identified as connected to the historical colonization and dispossession of indigenous           

peoples, which has resulted in the fragmentation of indigenous social, cultural, economic            

and political institution (9).  

POINTS A RESOLUTION SHOULD ADDRESS 

● What should be the definition of ‘indigenous people’ in UN documentation? 

● How can your country improve the access to healthcare for indigenous people? 

● Is it possible to create a way to secure the rights of indigenous people and ensure                

that proposed legislation is implemented? 

● Considering that indigenous communities suffer from discrimination and stigma due          

to socio-historical reasons and face barriers in access to medical care, how could             

health systems be adapted to cater to each community's indigenous culture? How            

can you break down these barriers and improve the health of the indigenous             

peoples? 

● How can we empower indigenous people to take a role in improving health             

outcomes in their communities? 
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BLOC POSITIONS 

Indigenous people are spread across 90 countries which means that not every country has a               

direct role in this. (10) Due to the diversity of these indigenous people and their relationship                

to the governments, there is no specific bloc in this committee.  

FURTHER READING 

1. The Indigenous World 2020 provides a summary of the indigenous peoples’ situation            

in each country 

2. Indigenous Peoples’ United Nations access to Health Services  

3. Indigenous Peoples and the United Nations Human Rights System  

4. United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues  

5. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

6. Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women 

7. The Millennium Summit Declaration 

8. UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

9. National Laws of the countries regarding the topic  

10. Indigenous Peoples in the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

11. The International Labor Organization Convention No. 169  

 

I encourage watching the documentary on Netflix UK ‘El Sendero de la Anaconda’ that will               

enlighten you about Indigenous communities, about costumes, traditions and way of living            

during the last century.  
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